
Head Green Keepers Report 
 

Here is an insight into our golf course and how it has been affected by the unusual 

weather we have experienced over the last year. 

We received some negative comments about the course during the start of 

September this year. 

This came after the course maintenance week which involved the green staff 

hollow, coring top dressing and over seeding the greens. Every year we hope for 

good, dry weather and to be fair we usually get it, but unfortunately, this year we 

experienced storm Francis, bringing damaging winds and 50mm of rain during 

the week. 

This made our job extremely difficult but also damaged a lot of trees and brought 

down a lot of debris and large branches. The greens were our priority so we had 

to finish the work before we could start the huge job of clearing the course. 

After we finished the greens maintenance we moved onto other areas of the 

course, approaches, tees, and fairways. The tees and fairways always suffer at 

WPGC through a tough summer due to lack of irrigation. Nevertheless, the tees 

and weaker areas on the fairways were worked upon to help them recover. 

This year has been a struggle for everyone we have a reduced greens team of 5 

full-time and 1 part-time person. This has had a direct effect upon the work that 

could be carried out. The greens team have been up against it this year, with 

another dry summer, pests, disease pressures, and spells of heavy rain, but we 

have done our absolute best to provide the best course possible. 

   



 

Fairways 

 

Unfortunately, due to the weather some areas of the fairways have once again 

burnt off. 

To put the weather in perspective, 

up until mid-August this year we only had 16mm of rain more than we had in 

the drought of 2018 when the course looked like THIS! 

 

 



 

 
 

I personally do not think the course has fully recovered from 2018 
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Below is an area on the 12th fairway it was also pecked by crows, so this is not 

just from the weather its more than likely Leatherjacket or Chaffer grub damage 

also. This combined with compaction leaves the fairways weak to the summer 

stresses. The compaction deters the grass roots from growing down into the soil 

profile, so the roots are very shallow and tend to grow laterally. Due to the 

extraordinary wet winter last year we were not able to do enough Verti-draining 

to help break up the compaction. 

 

This is the main problem with the fairways NOT that they are being cut too 

short which many seem to think. 

 

This coupled with the weather patterns this year of long dry periods then very 

heavy rain over a 24/48hr period just added to these issues, as the water could 

not wet the high dry areas on the fairways and just runs off to the low spots. 

 

 
 

 



 

These pictures are from the 2nd fairway the dark green lines are from where we 

over seeded the fairway in 2018. It shows a younger plant is more tolerant to the 

stresses of the summer and proves over seeding these areas that burn off year 

after year will help massively when it comes to appearance and surface quality. 

This will be added into the maintenance program moving forward as investment 

is needed. 

 

 
 

We have used a spring tine harrow on our weaker fairways to remove some of 

the dead grasses and organic material which also promotes new growth. 

 

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/6495533687332597947/1074534528969193487?hl=en-GB


 
 

But long term we will keep tining the fairways and treating with a penetrating 

wetting agent to help get moisture into the soil profile and allow the roots to 

grow deeper into the profile, this plus over-seeding the fairways, will enable 

them to go from strength to strength. 

 

  

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/6495533687332597947/1074534528969193487?hl=en-GB


 

 

Pests and Disease 

Now onto the soul destroying part of my job. 

Pests!! 

As you may or may not be aware all pesticides are now banned in the UK. 

Therefore, pests like Leatherjackets (crane fly larvae) and even in our case 

micro-organisms like Nematodes (Root Gall, Stunt and Cyst Nematode) become 

a huge problem. 

 

Both pests feed on the roots and crown of the grass plant. Leaving the sward 

weak and open to disease. 

I have had a core sample analysed as the greens have been weaker this year than 

last, this has become even more prominent since we carried out the hollow 

coring 2 weeks ago. 

The results from the samples say we have 3 types of Nematode (Root Gall, and 

Cyst Nematodes) both are Endoparasites. This means they live and feed in the 

plant tissue. Also, a large amount of (Stunt nematodes) which are Ectoparasites 

which means they live in the rootzone feeding on the roots. Nematodes move 

through the rootzone in water, the wet winter would have contributed to the fact 

they are so widespread in each green. Also, the weather conditions this summer 

suited the Nematode and Leatherjackets, warm weather with heavy downpours 

to help them spread. 

 

In previous years we could just spray a pesticide and that would be it, no 

damage, no discolouration and certainly no signs of a weak sward. 

That is not the case now, therefore we must make an unfavourable environment 

for them and reduce any stress on the plant. So, raising the height of cut and the 

use of Bio stimulants helps to reduce their numbers, but does not have an 

immediate effect as did the pesticide. 

  



 

Here is a picture of the 12th green after the crows have been pecking for 

leatherjackets 

 

 
  

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/6495533687332597947/1074534528969193487?hl=en-GB


 

These are some of the leatherjackets we removed from the 12th green 

 

 
 

  

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/6495533687332597947/1074534528969193487?hl=en-GB


 

and here are some we managed to remove from our 15th green. 

 

 
 

 

  



 

 

Both pests contributed to weakening the sward which then leads to the grass 

plant developing Anthracnose. 

Foliar Blight Anthracnose to be precise as there are 2 types of Anthracnose. 

Anthracnose attacks a weak sward but there are no other signs of disease which 

is good. 

 

This is a picture of an area on our putting green. It shows brown grass leaf 

blades which are dead, killed by the Anthracnose and the black growths are 

spores from the disease 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/6495533687332597947/1074534528969193487?hl=en-GB


 
 

This is one of the most widespread cases I have seen, but as I mentioned, last 

winter being the wettest on record has played a huge part in the spread of the 

Nematodes 

 

https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/6495533687332597947/1074534528969193487?hl=en-GB


 
 

The disease and nematodes were dealt with in the 2 week time frame I set out, 

and the greens have been overseeded twice with an All Bent seed mix to help 

any weaker areas fill in. 
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Here are pictures of the 8th green from day one of treatment through to the end 

of the 2-week treatment period. 

 

Day 1 

 
  



 

7 Days 

 
  



 

 

14 Days 

 
 

No fungicides were used, I only used organic products. So needless to say, I’m 

more than happy with the recovery. 

 

 

 

Frazer Harrison 

Head Green keeper 

Willesley Park Golf Club 

15/10/2020 

 


